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Independent Visitor Volunteer
Responsible to: Parent and Children’s Advocacy Support Service Manager
Location: Worcestershire and surrounding counties
Overview: 
Independent visitors befriend and socialise with children & young people in care and care leavers up to the age of 25

Responsibilities:
· An Independent Visitor provides a stable, adult role model for a young person.
· They visit monthly and befriend and listen to the young person and share their interests and hobbies.
· Provide support and empowerment to help the young person plan for their future
· Identify where the young person might benefit from specialist support and help them to access it
· To act within ONSIDE’s safeguarding policies

Skills & qualities required:
· Good communication and interpersonal skills  
· Ability to build trust and a friendly relationship with children & young people in care and care leavers
· Be prepared for an open-ended supportive relationship within and potentially after care
· Demonstrate empathy and understanding to the needs of the children and young people


In addition, all Onside volunteers are expected to:
· Operate within the organisation’s stated principles and values, adhering at all times to the organisational policies, procedures and guidelines
· Demonstrate a commitment to equal opportunities, social inclusion and individual empowerment 
· Take responsibility for safeguarding appropriate to your role and raise any potential concerns with the Onside Safeguarding and Professional Guidance Lead
Onside is committed to ensuring that children, young people and adults at risk of harm or abuse who come into contact with Onside staff and volunteers, are treated with respect and are free from all forms of abuse or mistreatment and we are committed to ensuring that all staff and volunteers are aware of their responsibilities in relation to safeguarding. 
Please see our website for the full safeguarding statement and policy.
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